Don Fenderson

LCJVS

   Don Fenderson, Lorain County Joint Vocational School Counselor for the past 29 years, is January’s Educator of the Month.

   “Mr. Fenderson goes above and beyond for the students he serves, particularly the special needs students,” said Kari Foreman, a work-study coordinator at Elyria High School, who nominated Fenderson for this award.

   “There was a student who recently started school at the JVS. This student resides by himself.  He had no relatives, other than his mother who was living in a nursing home about an hour away from Elyria.  After receiving a phone call that this young man’s mother was dying, Mr. Fenderson then drove an hour to sit with the young man to comfort him.  This kindness, among others, is why I feel this gentleman deserves this honor,” said Foreman.

Character such as this in serving the needs of students with such integrity has caused Fenderson to stand out in the community as a leader.

   Jim Novak, Guidance Counselor at Clearview High school knows that Fenderson puts students first.  “ I have known Don Fenderson for over thirty years and he has always impressed me with his willingness to put the needs of students before his own.  He is a ‘class act’ who has always had style, integrity, and an ability to relate to all students and do what is right rather than popular.”

Students know that they can trust Fenderson.  

   “Mr. Fenderson is one of the most caring and compassionate counselors I know.  His personality makes him a great person to share your thought with.  Like most students, I really trust him,” said Gregory Mezey, a Culinary Arts student.

   Enjoli Betts, an EHS student studying Early Childhood Education at the JVS, said, “Mr. Fenderson is very encouraging.  He will make sure that all applications for college and scholarships are in way before deadline.  He really cares about his students and the people that he works with.”

   Graduating from Clearview High School, then attending Miami University where he received his B.A., Fenderson furthered his education by receiving a Masters in Education at Michigan University and doing additional coursework at Kent State.

   Don and his wife Carolyn reside in Cleveland Heights with their two children, Darnell, 9, and Courtney, 2.

