
Mad Cow Disease Hits The U.S.
Late in December, scientists confirmed that mad cow
disease had entered the U.S. for the first time ever. This
brain disease kills cows and sometimes those—
including humans—who eat them. Different forms of it
can strike people and some other animals, such as elk
and sheep. The disease was first spotted in the U.K. in
1986 and began to spread across Europe and other parts
of the world. One way it is spread to cows is through
cattle feed, which often includes cow and sheep by-
products. These can include the brain and nerve tissue
believed to carry the infective agent. In humans, signs
of the slow-incubating disease include mood swings,
numbness and uncontrolled body movements, followed
by death. Scientists believe that a previously unknown
disease agent called a prion, a rogue self-replicating
protein, may cause the disease. Despite the extensive
news coverage, as of late January, only one infected
dairy cow in Washington state had been identified. 
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News Clues: Search the paper each day for news about mad
cow disease. Have there been any new cases reported?

You Tell Us! Will mad cow disease become a big threat in
the U.S.? Why or why not? What can be done to keep it from
spreading? What can the government do to protect you? How
can you protect yourself? Although the disease is spread
through beef parts not generally eaten in the U.S., would you
consider giving up beef? What types of businesses could a mad
cow scare hurt? How would it affect the U.S. economy? If the
government had to order the slaughter of thousands of cows to
stop the disease, should it reimburse the ranchers? What other
food-borne illnesses can you think of? How does mad cow
disease compare with them? Write a letter to the editor c/o
PARADE Classroom, 711 Third Ave., N.Y., N.Y. 10017.

Surf’s Up: Visit www.paradeclassroom.com/links for links to
breaking news on mad cow disease or background information
from the World Health Organization and others. Or read a book!
Try Tom Ridgway’s “Mad Cow Disease” (Rosen, 2002) or, if
you’re good at science, Maxime Schwartz’s “How the Cows
Turned Mad” (Univ. of California Press, 2003).

Last December, a dairy cow, like
the one pictured, was diagnosed
with Bovine Spongiform
Encephalopathy (mad cow disease).

Quick News Quiz�

1. The winner of the Iowa Democratic caucuses was:
a. Senator John Edwards of North Carolina.
b. Senator John Kerry of Massachusetts.
c. former Vermont Governor Howard Dean.

2. The National Aeronautics and Space
Administration announced the end of shuttle visits to:
a. the Hubble Space Telescope.
b. the International Space Station.
c. Skylab.

3. American, British and Iraqi officials have
requested an official visit to Iraq and advice from:
a. the Pope.
b. Nelson Mandela.
c. Kofi Annan.

4. This year’s Super Bowl contest will be between
the New England Patriots and the:
a. Philadelphia Eagles.
b. Indianapolis Colts.
c. Carolina Panthers.

5. The part of Polly in the movie Along Came Polly
is played by actress:
a. Jennifer Aniston.
b. Debra Messing.
c. Julia Roberts.

Hot News Tip
Imagine that you owned a
hamburger franchise. How could
you use the media to attempt to
show that your products were
safe?

Answers to Quick News Quiz: 1. b; 2. a; 3. c; 4. c; 5. a. 
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