Congratulations to Stephanie Ilcisko, Southview High School Art Teacher, for being April’s Chronicle-Telegram’s Newspaper in Education Teacher of the Month.  

Ilcisko, who was nominated for this award by Jay Ferguson, principal of Southview High, is known for doing an outstanding job with students of all ability levels.  Ferguson said, “Her art students have received recognition at the local, state and national level.”  

Southview’s art students have qualified for over 80 of the 300 pieces chosen for last fall’s Scholastic Art Show at LCCC.  Ilcisko and her colleagues spend countless hours making sure that student work is prepared correctly and submitted for recognition.

“Perhaps the single most impressive thing about Stephanie is the sheer joy and enthusiasm that she brings to her daily work,” said Ferguson.  “It is obvious to all who work with her that Stephanie loves what she does.”

Ilcisko spends a great deal of time helping students prepare portfolios for submission to competitions and colleges.  It is not unusual to see her at work before or after school hours working closely with students.  A special Southview tradition is the Senior Showcase where Fine Arts students display their efforts for the school and the parents.  Ilcisko and the other Art teachers really go above and beyond to make this event memorable for the students.

Fatima Kurianowicz, Guidance Counselor at Southview H.S. and a colleague of Ilcisko’s said, “Stephanie is a pro!  From proficiency scores to ACT registration, home concerns to the senior prom, there isn’t an area of a student’s life she considers too much effort.  Pulling, motivating and nurturing the students artistic talent, Stephanie’s students achieve.  Southview’s students are lucky to have her.”

Graduating from Ohio University and taking additional courses from Ashland University, Ilcisko is in her 30th year of teaching.  Residing in Lorain with husband,________, she is the mother of two children, Kyle Marie and Kelli Christine.

