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Some teachers bring in candy to entice their students.

Rebecca Friedman brings them the Beatles and Bob Dylan.

Friedman teachers her popular literature class at Avon Middle School decade by decade, tacking a new time period with each quarter. And she infuses her lessons with the music of the time to give the kids some cultural context to apply to the books they read.

In addition, Friedman introduces her students to the fashions, fads and historical events of the time period they’re reading about.

“They’re not getting enough modern history to make sense of the world today,” Friedman said. “It’s so much fun to give them a jump start on things they’ll be studying in high school and college.”

And if the sounds of rock music aren’t enough to tell you that Friedman’s isn’t your average classroom, then the big, green couch in the center of the room ought to give it away.

Friedman brought the couch in to provide an incentive for her students to be prepared for class.

“I draw three numbers a day,” she said. “If a student’s number comes up and if they’re prepared, they get to sit on the couch for class.” 

Friedman, married with two grown children of her own, has 19 years of teaching experience, seven of them at Avon Middle School.

Her biggest challenge is trying to choose books her students will actually want to read.

“Eighth grade is typically the year when students stop reading for pleasure,” she said. “I try to defy that.”

Principal Dr. Craig Koehler said Friedman constantly brings excitement to her classroom.

“It’s her love of what she does that really impacts her instruction,” he said.

Friedman said she tries to encourage her students by example.

“If my enthusiasm pulls them into a book, they’ll like it,” she said.
